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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 «, An electronic asset utilization sysstem comprising : 
a terminal which is connected to a communications network 

and outputs a signal for instructing transnfrssion of a desired 
electronic asset on a predetermined dater and time; 

a server which is connected to the communications network 
and transmits the desired electronic ^sset to the terminal or to 
another predetermined terminal on ythe predetermined date and 
time. / 

2 . The electroni/ asset utilization system as defined 
in claim 1, wherein the /erver comprises 

settlement processing means for settling a charge billed 
to the electronic a^set represented by the signal; 

issuance yneans which, after the settlement processing 
means has settled the charge, issues an exchange certificate 
verifying tjre user's right to receive the electronic asset, and 
theeleaPronic asset corresponding to the exchange certificate; 
and / 

/ processing means which transmits the exchange 
ce/tificate issued by the issuance means to the terminal or to 
pother predetermined terminal and transmits the electronic asset, 
on the predetermined date and time, to the terminal to which the 
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3 . An electronic asset utilization system comprising: 
a terminal which is connected to a communications network 

and outputs a signal for requesting purchase of a desired 
electronic asset; and 

a server which is connected to the communications network 
and comprises settlement processing means for settling a charge 
billed to the electronic asset represented by the signal, issuance 
means for issuing an exchange certificate capable of being 
exchanged for the electronic asset, and the electronic ticket 
corresponding to the exchange certificate after the settlement 
processing means has settled the charge, and processing means for 
transmitting to the terminal or another predetermined terminal 
the exchange certificate issued by the issuance means, wherein, 

when an exchange certificate is submitted to the server 
by way of the communications network, the processing means 
transmits , to the terminal that has submitted the exchange 
certificate, an electronic asset corresponding to the exchange 
certificate. 

4 . The electronic asset utilizat^fisystem as defined 
claim 3, wherein, in a case wher^>tffie terminal is a portable 

mobile terminal, submission^r an exchange certificate to the 
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8. The electronic asset utilization system as defii 
in claim 6 or 7 , wherein, in a case where the exchange certificate 
has not yet been exchanged for the electronic asset corresponding 
to the exchange certificate even when the expiration/aate is close 
at hand, the processing means issues to the terminal to which the 
exchange certificate has been transmitted request for 
downloading the electronic asset or forcibly transmits the 
electronic asset corresponding to the Exchange certificate to the 
terminal . 

9. The electronic ^sset utilization system as defined 
in any one of claims 6, 7, and 8, wherein the server has past-due 
processing means, and iiyxhe event that the exchange certificate 
still has not been exchanged for a corresponding electronic asset 
even after lapse of tfte expiration date of the exchange certificate, 
the past-due processing means sends, to the terminal to which the 
exchange certificate has been transmitted, a message indicating 
that the exploration date has passed and a request for downloading 
the electronic asset, or forcedly transmits the electronic asset. 

10* The electronic asset utilization system as defined 
in #ny one of claims 7, 8, and 9, wherein the past-due processing 
5ans issues to the terminal to which the exchange certificate 

=>c-1- fnr deletin g r\r> i nwrtlr -j r^fc-b^-M W 1 1 I I UH 



itiy been rransim 



- 80 - 



exchange certificate. 



11. The electronic asset utilization system as defirfed 
in any one of claims 7 , 8, 9, and 4 8 wherein, upon receipt/bf the 
message or the download request from the server, th^e terminal 
indicates, on a display section, the message or details of the 
download request and/or details of the exchange certificate* 



12. The electronic asset utilization system as defined 
in any one of claims 7, 8, 9, 11, and/4 8 wherein, upon receipt 
of the message or the download request from the server, the 
terminal issues voice notification indicating receipt of the 
message or the download request, 

13. The electronic asset utilization system as defined 
in claim 10, wherein, u^on receipt of a request for deleting or 
invoking the expired/exchange certificate from the past-due 
processing means, J£he terminal deletes or invokes the exchange 
certificate, 

14 . / An electronic asset utilization system comprising: 
a terminal which is connected to a communications network 
a signal for requesting booking of a desired electronic 




a server which is connected to the communications network, 
and comprises issuance means for issuing a receipt certificate 
verifying booking of a desired electronic asset represented by 
the signal, processing means for transmitting t|re receipt 
certificate issued by the issuance means to/uie terminal or to 
another predetermined terminal , and settlement processing means 
for settling a charge billed to the eifectronic asset corresponding 
to the receipt certificate , wiferein, 

in a case where tj^ receipt certificate is submitted to 
the server by way of^he communications network, after the 
settlement processing means has settled the charge billed to the 
electronic aa^et corresponding to the receipt certificate in 
accordanc^with requirements described on the receipt certificate, 
the issuance means issues the electronic asset corresponding to 
tM receipt certificate and the processing means transmits the 
thus-issued electronic asset to the terminal that has submitted 
thQ r Qr<n i r+~ nn rt i f i^Rt^ _ 



15. The electronic asset utilization system as defined 
in claim 14 f wherein, in a case where the terminal is a portable 
mobile terminal, submission of a receipt certificate to the server, 
settlement of the charge billed to the electronic asset, and/or 
transmission of the electronic asset to the terminal that has 
submitted the receipt certificate are carried out by way of a 
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stationary terminal which is connected to. the communications 
network, can transfer data with respect to the terminal, and is 
disposed to be stationary. 




15 



16, The electronic asset utilization s^Cem as defined 
aim 14 or 15, wherein the receipt agar*£lf icate contains 
information about the booked elect£€fnic asset and information 
about the receipt certificat* 



17 . Theeiectronic asset utilization system as defined 
in claim 16^^-^herein an expiration date is set for the receipt 
^ ^ r t juH^rr «-» I Iih \ ol ^tropin q pfifit . ri ^ P , he received on time . 



18. The electronic asset utilization system as defined 
in claim 17, wherein the server issues to the terminal to which 
the receipt certificate has been transmitted a request for 
deleting or invoking an expired receipt certificate. 



19. The electronic asset utilization system as defined 
20 in claim 18, wherein, upon receipt of a request for deleting or 
invoking the expired receipt certificate from the server, the 
terminal deletes or invokes the receipt certificate. 



20. The electronic assetyi^^i_z^ation system as defined 
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in any one of claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 9,/14 and 15, wherein the server 
has retransmission processing mefans, and, in the event that 
transmission of an electronic aaBe^^A-exchange certificate, or 
a receipt certificate has failed, the retransmission processing 
means retransmits the electronic asset, the exchange certificate, 
or the receipt certificate. 
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21. The electronic asset utilization system as defined 
in any one of claims 2,3, and 14, wherein the server has retaining 

10 means for retaining the electronic asset, the exchange 

certificate, and/or the receipt certificate issued by the 
issuance means, and the retaining means retains the electronic 
asset even when the exchange certificate corresponding to the 
retained electronic asset has expired and retains the receipt 

15 certificate even when the retained receipt certificate has 
expired . 




22. The electronic asset utilization system^g'aef ined 
n any one of claims 1 through 21 , wherein the serjjerfnas electronic 
asset status management means for managing the status of the 
electronic asset issued by tjue-^issuance means. 




n electronic asset utilization method using an 
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to a communications network and a server connected to the 
communications network, the method comprising: 

an instruction step of instructing the servef to transmit 
a desired electronic asset on a predetermined date and time; and 

an electronic asset transmission sten/of transmitting the 
desired electronic asset to the terminal/or to another 
predetermined terminal on the predetermined date and time, in 
accordance with the instruction, 

24 . The electronic as^et utilization method as defined 
in claim 23, further comprising: 

a settlement step' of settling a charge billed to the 
electronic asset instructed in the instruction step; 

an issuance ^tep of issuing an exchange certificate 
verifying the user/s right to receive the electronic asset, and 
the electronic a^set corresponding to the exchange certificate; 
and 

an exchange certificate transmission step of 
transmitting to the terminal or another predetermined terminal 
the exchange certificate issued in the issuance step, wherein in 
the electronic asset transmission step the electronic asset is 
transmitted to the terminal to which the exchange certificate has 
■jLc iimriti 'LLt iU ^ 
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25. An electronic asset utilization method using an 
electronic asset utilization system having a terminal connected 
to a communications network and a server connected to the 
communications network, the method comprising: 
5 a purchase request step of requesting the server to 

purchase a desired electronic asset; 

a settlement step of settling a charge billed to the 
electronic asset requested in the purchase request step; 

an issuance step of issuing an exchange certificate 
10 capable of being exchanged for the electronic asset, and the 
electronic ticket corresponding to the exchange certificate; 

an exchange certificate transmission step of 
transmitting to the terminal or another predetermined terminal 
the exchange certificate issued in the issuance step; 
15 an exchange certificate submission step in which the 

terminal submits the exchange certificate to the server by way 
of the communications network; and 

an electronic asset transmission step of transmitting to 
the terminal that has submitted the exchange certificate an 
20 electronic asset corresponding to the exchange certificate. 



The electronic asset utilization jaettee-d^Ssde fined 
"claim 25, wherein, in a^j^s^-TRTFTere the terminal is a portable 
>t-tt.-. i | -it^ the exchange* rprtificate submission step 
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and/or the electronic asset transmission^sl£ep submission of an 
exchange certificate and/or transmission of the electronic asset 
are carried out by way of as^dtionary terminal which is connected 
to the communication^fietwork, can exchange data with the terminal , 
and is dispo^G to be stationary. 

27 . The electronic asset utilization method as defined 
in any one of claims 24, 25, and 26, wherein the exchange 
certificate comprises settlement information indicating that the 
charge billed to the electronic asset has already been settled 
and status information indicating that the corresponding 
electronic asset has not yet been received. 

28. The electronic asset utilization method as defined 
in claim 27, wherein an expiration date by which the exchange 
certificate can be exchanged for a corresponding electronic asset 
is set for the exchange certificate. 

29. The electronic asset utilization method as defined 
in claim 28, further comprising a first message transmission step 
of, in a case where the exchange certificate has not yet been 
exchanged for the electronic asset corresponding to the exchange 
certificate even though the expiration date is at hand, sending, 
to the terminal to which the exchange certificate has been 



transmitted, a message indicating that the expiration date is very 
close at hand. 



30, The electronic asset utilization method as^i^fined 
claim 2 8 or 29, further comprising a download c^uest step or 
a forcibly transmit step of, in a case wfe^re the exchange 
certificate still has not been exchaff^ed for the electronic asset 
corresponding to the exchap^e certificate even when the 
expiration date is clo3*e at hand, issuing to the terminal to which 
the exchange certificate has been transmitted a request for 
downloading the electronic asset or forcibly transmitting the 
elep€ronic asset corresponding to the exchange certificate to the 



31 . The electronic asset Utilization method as defined 
in any one of claims 28, 29, and 30/, further comprising a second 
message transmission step of transmitting, to the terminal to 
which the exchange certificate has been transmitted, a message 
indicating that the expiration date ynaJs passed in the event that 



stxlX^ot been 



the exchange certificate has stflX^iot been exchanged for a 
corresponding electronic asset evien after lapse of the expiration 
date of the exchange cert if icatje; a download request step of 



issuing, to the terminal to whi 



been transmitted, a request for downloading the electronic asset 



:h the exchange certificate has 



in the event that the exchange certificate has still not been 
exchanged for a corresponding electronic asset even after lapse 
of the expiration date of the exchange certificate; or an 
electronic asset forced transmission step of forcedly 
transmitting the electronic asset to the terminal to which the 
exchange certificate has been transmitted in the event that the 
exchange certificate has still not been exchanged for a 
corresponding electronic asset even after lapse of the expiration 
date of the exchange certificate, 




32 . The electronic asset utilization method as defined 
in claim 31 , further comprising an exchange certificate 
deletion/invocation request step of issuing to the terminal to 
which the exchange certificate has been transmitted a request for 
deleting or invoking the expired exchange certificate • 

33. An electronic asset utilization method using an 
electronic asset utilization system having a terminal connected 
to a communications network and a server connected to the 
communications network, the method comprising: 

a booking request step of requesting booking of a desired 
electronic asset; 

a receipt certificate issuance step of issuing a receipt 
certificate verifying booking of a desired electronic asset 



requested in the booking request step; 

a receipt certificate transmission step of transmitting, 
to the terminal or another predetermined terminal, the receipt 
certificate issued in the receipt certificate issuance step; 

a receipt certificate submission step in which the 
terminal submits a receipt certificate to the server by way of 
the communications network; 

a settlement step of settling a charge billed to the 
electronic asset submitted in the receipt certificate submission 
step, in accordance with requirements described in the receipt 
certificate; 

an electronic asset issuance step of issuing the 
electronic asset corresponding to the receipt certificate; and 

an electronic asset transmission step of transmitting to 
the terminal that has submitted the receipt certificate the 
electronic asset issued in the electronic asset issuance step. 

34, The electronic asset utilization method as defined 
in claim 33, wherein, in a case where the terminal is a portable 
mobile terminal, in the receipt certificate submission step, the 
settlement step, and/or the electronic asset transmission step, 
submission of a receipt certificate to the server, settlement of 
the charge billed to the electronic asset and/or transmission of 
the electronic asset are carried out by way of a stationary 
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terminal which is connected to the communications network, can 
transfer data with respect to the terminal , and is disposed to 
be stationary. 

5 35* The electronic asset utilization method as defined 

in claim 33 or 34, wherein the receipt certificate contains 
information about the booked electronic asset and information 
about the receipt certificate. 

10 36. The electronic asset utilization method as defined 

in claim 35, wherein an expiration date is set for the receipt 
certificate such that the electronic asset can be received. 

3 7 . The electronic asset utilization method as defined 
15 in claim 36, further comprising a receipt certificate 

deletion/invocation step of issuing to the terminal to which the 
receipt certificate has been transmitted a request for deleting 
or invoking an expired receipt certificate. 

20 y . The electronic asset utilization met|ipd-^sde fined 

iff ipx^ny one of claims 23, 24, 25, 26^>3rr , '*33, and 34, further 
comprising a retransmissipja-^'g^ep of, in the event that 
transmission^pi^Hieissued electronic asset , exchange certificate, 
aj^-tf^fciexpL certificate has failed in the elecLxUiiiu abSfcSL 
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transmission step, the electronic asset 
the exchange certificate transmission 
certificate transmis^bJfi^step, retransmitt 
asset^HTgey^HaTi go rrr+ -j -F-i — or the 




39. A server which is connected/to a terminal Dy way 
of a communications network and which transmits a desired 
electronic asset to the terminal or /another predetermined 
terminal on a predetermined date and time in accordance with an 



instruction signal issued from the terminal for transmitting the 



/ 



desired electronic asset on JtYie predetermined date and time 



40. The serve/ as defined in claim 39, further 
comprising: 

settlement processing means for settling a charge billed 
to the electronic/ asset represented by the signal; 

issuance means which, after the settlement processing 
means has settled the charge, issues an exchange certificate 
verifying t^ie user's right to receive the electronic asset, and 
the electronic asset corresponding to the exchange certificate; 
and 

processing means which transmits to the terminal or 
another predetermined terminal the exchange certificate issued 
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predetermined date and time, to the terminal to which the exch^#£je 
certificate has been transmitted. 

41. A server connected to a terminal p$ way of a 
communications network, the server comprisii 

settlement processing means for settling a charge billed 
to a desired electronic asset represented by the signal, in 
accordance with a request signal issued by the terminal for 
purchasing the electronic asset;, 

issuance means for issuing an exchange certificate 
capable of being exchanged /for the electronic asset, and the 
electronic ticket corresponding to the exchange certificate after 
the settlement processing means has settled the charge; and 

processing nieans for transmitting the exchange 
certificate issued^by the issuance means to the terminal or another 
predetermined 1*erminal, wherein, 

wheiy^n exchange certificate is submitted to the server 
by way of ythe communications network, the processing means 
transmits, to the terminal that has submitted the exchange 
certimcate, an electronic asset corresponding to the exchange 
cert/f icate . 



42. A server connected to a terminal by way of a 
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issuance means for issuing a receipt certificate 
verifying booking of a desired electronic asset represented by 
the signal, in accordance with a request signal is^fed by the 
terminal for booking the desired electronic ass< 

processing means for transmitting to #ne terminal or 
another predetermined terminal the receipt certificate issued by 
the issuance means; 

settlement processing means foe^settling a charge billed 
to the electronic asset correspondin^^to the receipt certificate, 
wherein, 

in a case where the receipt certificate is submitted to 
the server by way of the coijmiunications network, after the 
settlement processing mean^ has settled the charge billed to the 
electronic asset corresponding to the receipt certificate in 
accordance with requirements described on the receipt certificate, 
the issuance means jfssues the electronic asset corresponding to 
the receipt certificate and the processing means transmits the 
thus-issued electronic asset to the terminal that has submitted 
the receipt ^certificate . 




util 



43 . A server apparatus for use with an electronic asset 
ion system comprising: 

a terminal which is connected to a communications network 
f'" 1 '' ■ ■■[■■■' i' ngtr|ipf j ttj +- r^n c m i lesion of a Hpp-irad^. 
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electronic asset on a predetermined date and time; and 

a server which is connected to the communications network 
and transmits the desired electronic asset to the terminal or 
another predetermined terminal on the predetermined date and 
time. 

44 . The server apparatus as defined in claim 43 , wherein 
the server apparatus comprises 

settlement processing meaffts for settling a charge billed 
to the electronic asset represented by the signal; 

issuance means which, after the settlement processing 
means has settled the c,narge, issues an exchange certificate 
verifying the user's yright to receive the electronic asset, and 
the electronic asaet corresponding to the exchange certificate; 
and / 

processing means which transmits to the terminal or 
another Redetermined terminal the exchange certificate issued 
by the/lssuance means and transmits the electronic asset, on the 
preoetermined date and time, to the terminal to which the exchange 
/prtifir^p h^c, been transmittP^ 



45 . A server apparatus for use with an electronic asset 
utilization system comprising: 

a terminal which is connected to a communications network 
and outputs a signal for requesting purchase of a desired 
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electronic asset; and 

a server which is connected to the communications network 
and comprises settlement processing means for settling a charge 
billed to the electronic asset represented by the signal , issuance 
5 means for issuing an exchange certificate capable of being 

exchanged for the electronic asset, and the electronic ticket 
corresponding to the exchange certificate after the settlement 
processing means has settled the charge, and processing means for 
transmitting to the terminal or another predetermined terminal 
10 the exchange certificate issued by the issuance means, wherein, 
when an exchange certificate is submitted to the server 
by way of the communications network, the processing means 
transmits , to the terminal that has submitted the exchange 
certificate, an electronic asset corresponding to the exchange 
certificate. 

46 . A server apparatus for use with an elp^?€ronic asset 
utilization system comprising: 

a terminal which is connect^fo a communications network 
and outputs a signal for requ£S*€ing booking of a desired electronic 
asset; and 

a sejp^r which is connected to the communications network 
and celflprises issuance means for issuing a receipt certificate 
a&eri ry i liy buukiiig of a d es-j^ erd el^cJ LjLonic "3S"g"et represen Led by 
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the signal, processing means for transmitting to the terminator 
another predetermined terminal the receipt certif icat^lssued by 
the issuance means, and settlement processing me^rs for settling 
a charge billed to the electronic asset corresponding to the 
receipt certificate, wherein, 

in a case where the receipj^certif icate is submitted to 
the server by way of the conrarfnications network, after the 
settlement processing mearis has settled the charge billed to the 
electronic asset corresponding to the receipt certificate in 
accordance with^quirements described on the receipt certificate, 
the issuance means issues the electronic asset corresponding to 
the r^eipt certificate and the processing means transmits the 
is-issued electronic asset to the terminal that has submitted 
the receipt ce i ii f j*a ate . 



47. A computer-readable recording medium on wh: 
there is recorded a program for causing a computer to^^xecute an 
electronic asset utilization method as defined ip^rfhy one of claims 
23 through 38. 




48. The electronic^afsset utilization system as defined 
in claim 6, wherein, jj><a case where the exchange certificate has 
not yet been ejpstfcmged for the electronic asset corresponding to 
the £^lTaiia£--e^i_ LiTTcate even when the expxx'cilj.uii QaLt; is ulc 
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at hand, the processing means sends, to the terminal to whiph*rhe 
exchange certificate has been transmitted, a mess^geindicating 
that the expiration date is close at hamskrand 

in a case where the exchange^efertif icate has not yet been 
w exchanged for the electronic as^et corresponding to the exchange 
certificate even when th^expiration date is very close at hand, 
the processing means^issues to the terminal to which the exchange 
certificate h^s been transmitted a request for downloading the 
electrg^Cc asset or forcibly transmits the electronic asset 
correspondfrTg — bo the exchange cer t if icaLe LU Llib! Hdimiinri b-. 

49. The electronic asset utilization method as defined 
in claim 28, further comprising a download request step or a 
forcibly transmit step of , in a case where the exchange certificate 
still has not been exchanged for the electronic asset 
corresponding to the exchange certificate even when the 
expiration date is close at hand, issuing to the terminal to which 
the exchange certificate has been transmitted a request for 
downloading the electronic asset or forcibly transmitting the 
electronic asset corresponding to the exchange certificate to the 
terminal . 

50. The electronic asset utilization system as defined 
in claim 17, wherein, in a case where the receipt certificate has 
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not yet been exchanged for the electronic asset corresponding to 
the receipt certificate even when the expiration date is close 
at hand, the processing means sends, to the terminal to which the 
receipt certificate has been transmitted, a message indicating 
5 that the expiration date is close at hand. 
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51- The electronic asset utilization system as defined 
in claim 17, wherein the terminal displays at least one of the 
message and a content of the receipt certificate on a display 
10 portion, when the terminal receives the message from the server. 

52. The electronic asset utilization system as defined 
in claim 5 0 or 51, wherein the terminal generates a sound 
representing a receiving of the message, when the terminal 
receives the message from the server. 

The electronic asset utilization method as def ir 
aim 36, further comprising third message sendijij^^tep for 
to the terminal to which the receipt^pe^Cif icate has been 
transmitted, a message indie at injg^trfiat the expiration date is 
close at hand, in a caj^t?here the receipt certificate has not 
yet been exejj^w^ed for the electronic asset corresponding to the 
^ OCL °r' r nt p nrr ltti'ii hwi !il h/llHi i I li^ mx^ i i i ,j 1 i- on dntva i ^ rl n^n a t hand.. 





